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2022 ANNUAL MEETING
The 2022 Mille Lacs Energy Cooperative (MLEC) Annual 
Meeting was held on Thursday, May 5th, at the Minnesota 
National Golf Course in McGregor. There were 172 registered 
members with a total of 276 in attendance.
The theme for the meeting was “Going from Good to Great.” 
At the business meeting, members heard comments from 
Board President Harold Harms, who talked about the variety 
of projects MLEC completed in 2021 and how the cooperative 
successfully navigated the COVID-19 pandemic. CEO Sarah 
Cron emphasized how MLEC is improving and evolving to 
go from being a good cooperative to a great cooperative. 
She touched on topics such as right-of-way clearing, MLEC’s 
newly-installed metering system, broadband, and the new 
headquarters project. Accounting and Finance Manager 
Lincoln Messner presented the financial report to the members. 
Special guest speakers included Kristi Robinson from STAR 
Energy Services along with Karl Larson and Katie Hildenbrand 
from Architectural Resources Inc. (ARI). 
Kim Waffensmith, MLEC Community Trust Board Member, 
thanked members for their generosity of contributions to 
Operation Round Up, a program in which members’ bills are 
rounded up to the nearest dollar and the money raised is given 
back through grants to local organizations.

The election results had a total of 1,937 ballots cast with 89 
ballots cast at the meeting. Derik Midthun received 1,219 
votes via mail and online and 35 at the meeting for a total 
of 1,254. Carol Pundt received 629 votes via mail and online 
with 54 votes cast at the meeting for a total of 683 votes. Mark 
Anderson ran unopposed and was elected by acclamation. 
We would like to welcome Derik Midthun (District 2) and Mark 
Anderson (District 1) to the MLEC Board of Directors. MLEC 
extends a special thanks to Carol Pundt for her service on the 
MLEC board for the last two years. Harold Harms recognized 
and congratulated Barb Welty on her retirement from the Board 
of Directors. She represented the Onamia area and served as 
the District 1 Director for 21 years. She was presented with a 
gift alongside her friends and family.
Various questions were answered in the Ask the Co-op section 
of the meeting. Everyone who attended had the opportunity to 
submit their questions and have them answered by MLEC staff 
and board members.
Over 35 door prizes were given away during a drawing 
for those in attendance. Before the presentations and the 
official annual meeting, an amazing dinner was served by the 
Minnesota National Golf Club staff.
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Questions or concerns?
MLEC’s Board of Directors 
represent you!

Mark Anderson - District 1 
320/469-0951 
manderson@mlecmn.com

Derik Midthun - District 2 
218/821-4349 
dmidthun@mlecmn.com 

Harold Harms - District 3                 
218/232-2935  
hharms@ mlecmn.com 
President 

Aileen DeMenge - District 4 
218/768-4900 
ademenge@mlecmn.com 
Assistant Secretary/Treasurer 

Don Appel - District 5 
218/927-4134 
dappel@mlecmn.com 
Vice President 

Bruce Robinson - District 6 
218/851-4760 
brobinson@mlecmn.com 

Michael Reem - District 7 
218/839-5697 
mreem@mlecmn.com 

Sarah Cron - CEO 
218/927-8224 
scron@mlecmn.com

Find minutes from
MLEC Board meetings at: 
http://www.mlecmn.net
under My Co-op
This newsletter is the voice of 
your tax and interest paying 
RURAL ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, 
an organization which was 
formed to supply you with 
low-cost, dependable 
electricity when other sources 
failed to do so. 
Managing Editor:  Kassie Peterson,
Communications Specialist

PLUG INTO MINNESOTA
A growing network of electric vehicle (EV) charging stations offers drivers access to authentic 
Minnesotan experiences like kayaking in Lake Superior, exploring various state parks and cruising 
along the scenic North Shore. 
While drivers of traditional cars would need to interrupt their road trip to find a gas station to fill 
up, EV drivers can combine their pit-stops with an activity or adventure as their battery charges.
For families looking to head up north — or those in 
the north wanting to venture south — Interstate 35 
and Highway 61 serve as an electric corridor of Level 
2 and fast-charging stations. From the Twin Cities 
to Grand Marais, you can plan to make stops in Pine 
City, Sturgeon Lake, Duluth, Two Harbors or Lutsen to 
charge and enjoy activities ranging from a meal to a 
shopping trip or hike. 
At most of these stops you’ll find a fast-charging 
station where you can “fuel” up to a full battery within 
30 minutes while supporting local restaurants or shops. 
At other locations, such as Tettegouche State Park and 
Gooseberry Falls State Park, you can plug into a Level 2 
charger — which adds 18-28 miles of range per hour — and enjoy a more extended excursion like 
hiking, fishing or kayaking.
Other notable destination EV charging locations around Minnesota include:

So, this summer if you’ll be driving electric in Minnesota, get ready to plug in and head out 
for adventure.

Charge up and head out for adventure!

Alexandria: Stations are available near restaurants, grocery stores, coffee shops, 
breweries and lakes.
Albertville: Spend an hour or half a day shopping at the Albertville Premium Outlets 
while charging up.
Duluth: Charging stations across the city can take you from the Glensheen Mansion to 
Canal Park.
Fergus Falls: Stations are located near fun, locally owned restaurants and shops within 
a two-block radius, as well as the Ottertail River which winds through downtown.

CALL BEFORE YOU DIG
Underground power lines are just as 
dangerous as overhead power lines. 
Avoid serious injury and property 
damage by calling 811 before you dig 
to have underground facilities marked. 
Call Gopher State One Call or 811 at 
least two business days prior to a dig.

Dial 811 or 1-800-252-1166 during 
business hours (6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
April 1st - October 31st). This service is 
free for homeowners. Minnesota state 
law requires you call. If you damage a 
line, you will be financially responsible 
for repairs. 
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HEADQUARTERS NEXT STEPS

I want to assure you that the budget for this project is at 
the forefront of every conversation we have – both inside 
the board room and out. While a new facility is a necessity, 
we want to ensure we build it in the most responsible and 
economical means possible, while looking out for the future of 
both the employees and members of this electric cooperative. 
So, looking ahead, what happens next? Once architectural 
drawings are close to being finalized, we can move on to the 
bidding process. This is where we will find out if building a new 
headquarters now is financially within reach. If not, the project 
will be put on hold. 

A few things to highlight about the building design are the 
flow and deliberate placement of departments and offices, 
designing spaces for the future, and creating a building 
that benefits our membership. ARI has helped us visualize 
how teams within our cooperative can work together more 
efficiently, using everyday situations as a guide. We have 
taken into a lot of consideration our warehouse and garage 
space based on the size of our fleet and revolving inventory. 
We want to make sure everything is easily accessible and safe 
for our outside crews. We are also looking closely at our space 
dedicated to MLEC Fiber and IT. Our fiber service is rapidly 
expanding, and we want to be prepared for what the future 
brings. Lastly, we want a new headquarters facility to benefit 

our membership. A safe and secure lobby space is of utmost 
importance. Also, having a community space where we can 
meet and interact is a must-have item. You are all important 
pieces of what makes up Mille Lacs Energy Cooperative. Having 
a space where we can gather and collaborate is what the 
cooperative spirit is all about. 
For those that attended the Annual Meeting, I hope you had a 
chance to talk to Karl and Katie and hear their insight during 
our presentation. Always know that I and the rest of the MLEC 
staff are available to answer any further questions you may 
have. Always feel free to call or visit the office. Remember, we 
are here to serve you!

Dear Member:
I want to thank you all once again for attending our Annual Meeting. Being 
able to see members in-person once again was a wonderful feeling. We 
were overwhelmed by the number in attendance and loved to see so many 
dedicated MLEC members. It makes me beam with pride to represent you and 
our service territory. 
During our meeting, we invited Architectural Resources Inc. (ARI) to present to 
the group and share conceptual drawings of what a new headquarters could 
look like. MLEC board members and staff have met with ARI several times to 
make sure that each department’s needs are listened to and displayed in these 
architectural plans. We want to make sure that we are creating a plan for not 
only our current workforce, but for the future of our cooperative. The entire 
planning process has been extremely strategic and mindful to ensure that we 
get it right. ARI has been a joy to work with and they truly understand the scope 
of the project. 
It seems like yesterday that we spearheaded this project when, in reality, it 
has been two full years. Your cooperative has carefully navigated each step 
of this process and has done the due diligence required of such an important 
undertaking. We are planning for the next 80 years after all! 

Sarah Cron
CEO

“While a new facility is a necessity, we want 
to ensure we build it in the most responsible 
and economical means possible, while looking 
out for the future of both the employees and 
members of this electric cooperative.”
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LET’S DISH
SEND US YOUR RECIPES!
We’ll credit your account $10.00 
if it’s printed in THE OUTLET 

MAIL TO:  
Kassie Peterson   
Mille Lacs Energy, P.O. Box 230 Aitkin, 
MN 56431

OR E-MAIL: 
kpeterson@mlecmn.com

Thank you to Sharon Johnson of Dalbo 
for sharing this month’s recipe.

LEMON LUSH DESSERT

Stir together butter, flour, sugar, and chopped pecans in a mixing bowl. Press mixture into a 
9x13 baking dish and bake 15-20 minutes at 350 degrees, or until golden brown. Set aside to 
cool. Beat together cream cheese and sugar until smooth. spread over cooled crust. In another 
mixing bowl, whisk together pudding mix and milk. Allow to sit for 5 minutes to thicken. Spread 
on top of the cream cheese layer. Cover and place in the fridge for 1 hour. Spread whipped 
topping over the pudding layer. Cut into square pieces and garnish with fresh lemon zest. Enjoy!

Crust:
1 cup butter, softened
2 cups flour
1/4 cup sugar
1/2 cup pecans, finely chopped
Cream cheese layer:
2 (8 oz) packages of cream cheese
1 cup powdered sugar

Pudding layer and topping:
2 small packages lemon pudding mix
3 1/2 cups cold milk
1 (16 oz) container cool whip
lemon zest, to garnish

SUMMER STORM PREPAREDNESS
Storm season is in full swing. Many summer storms have the 
potential to produce tornadoes––they can happen anytime, 
anywhere, and can bring winds over 200 miles per hour. 
As adults, we understand the importance of storm safety, but 
younger children and teens may not realize the dangers storms 
pose. That’s why it’s so important to talk to your family and 
have a storm plan in place. Here are a several tips you can share 
with your loved ones. 

Before the Storm
• Talk to your family about what to do in the event of a severe 
storm or tornado. Point out the safest location to shelter, like 
a small, interior, windowless room on the lowest level of your 
home. Discuss the dangers of severe thunderstorms; lightning 
can strike 10 miles outside of a storm. Remember: when you 
hear thunder roar, head indoors. 
• Make a storm kit. It doesn’t have to be elaborate––having a 
few items on hand is better than nothing at all. Try to include 
items like water, non-perishable foods, a manual can opener, a 
First-Aid kit, flashlights and extra batteries, prescriptions, baby 
supplies and pet supplies. Keep all the items in one place for 
easy access if the power goes out. 

During the Storm
• Pay attention to local weather alerts–either on the TV, your 
smartphone or weather radio–and understand the types of 
alerts. A thunderstorm or tornado watch means these events 
are possible and you should be prepared; a warning means a 
thunderstorm or tornado has been spotted in your area and it’s 
time to take action.
• If you find yourself in the path of a tornado, head to your safe 
place to shelter, and protect yourself by covering your head 
with your arms or materials like blankets and pillows. 

• If you’re driving during a severe storm or tornado, do not 
try to outrun it. Pull over and cover your body with a coat or 
blanket if possible. 

After the Storm
• If the power is out, conserve your phone battery as much as 
possible, limiting calls and texts to let others know you are safe 
or for emergencies only. 
• Stay off the roads if trees, power lines or utility poles are 
down. Lines and equipment could still be energized, posing 
life-threatening risks to anyone who gets too close. 
• Wear appropriate gear if you’re cleaning up storm debris on 
your property. Thick-soled shoes, long pants and work gloves 
will help protect you from sharp or dangerous debris left 
behind. 
Summer is a time for many fun-filled activities, but the season 
can also bring severe, dangerous weather. Talk to your loved 
ones about storm safety so that everyone is prepared and 
knows exactly what to do when a storm strikes.  
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Regular office hours are 
Mon-Fri  8:00 to 4:30 

927-2191 or 
800-450-2191 (toll free) 

 48 hours before you dig 
 Dial 811 - Gopher State 
 One Call or log on to:
 www.gopherstateonecall.org

Then contact a licensed electrician 
to locate your secondary wires.

MN Electrical Inspectors
Aitkin County &
South East Crow Wing County
Jeff Larson 320-227-3009

Northern Crow Wing County
Nathan Readel 218-537-8419

Mille Lacs County
Benjamin Husom   320-277-6277 

Off-peak and dual fuel system 
consumers should call an
electrician or heating contractor for 
service or repairs.  

Find load control schedule at 
www.mlecmn.net under Quick Links.

 Visit our website - 
 www.mlecmn.net
 E-mail us - mlec@mlecmn.net

SUMMER HOURS First Quarter
Mille Lacs Energy Cooperative

Comparative Operating Statement 
for the Quarter Ending March 31, 2021 & March 31, 2022

OPERATING REVENUE 
COST OF PURCHASED POWER

DISTRIBUTION EXPENSE-OPERATION 
DISTRIBUTION EXPENSE-MAINTENANCE 
CUSTOMER ACCOUNTS EXPENSE 
CUSTOMER SERVICE AND INFORMATIONAL EXPENSE 
ADMINISTRATIVE AND GENERAL EXPENSE 
TOTAL OPERATING COSTS

TOTAL OPERATIONS EXPENSE

DEPRECIATION 
TAX EXPENSE 
INTEREST ON LONG TERM DEBT 
INTEREST EXPENSE-OTHER 
OTHER DEDUCTION 
TOTAL COST OF ELECTRIC SERVICE

OPERATING MARGINS

NON OPERATING MARGINS-INTEREST 
NON OPERATING MARGINS-OTHER 
GENERATION & TRANSMISSION CAPITAL CREDITS 
OTHER CAPITAL CREDITS 
NET MARGINS

7,713,270 
4,567,794

384,153 
489,813 
209,221 

83,980 
462,408 

1,629,575

6,197,369

506,519 
- 

350,929 
62 

- 
7,054,879

658,391

35,462 
(23,078) 

- 
85,105 

755,880

8,663,733 
5,225,544

268,930 
461,382 
192,560 

-4,189 
519,250 

1,437,933

6,663,477

534,703 
1,360 

311,085 
129 

- 
7,510,754

1,152,979

13,246 
(118,416) 

- 
84,945 

1,132,754

2021 2022

FOOD TRUCKS

HIGHWAY CLEAN UP

In May, MLEC employees participated in the Adopt-a-Highway spring clean-up south of 
Aitkin. Thank you to Matt B., Elmo, Matt F., Johnston, Adam, Daryl, and Tony for volunteering 
and keeping our roadsides clean!

Fun lunch options are coming 
to MLEC this summer! Food 
trucks will be visiting the co-op 
to serve our members and the 
public. Stop in for something 
tasty on the dates listed below.

SCHEDULE

* Dates are subject to change. Follow the MLEC Facebook page for 
updates/ cancellations*

6/2, 7/21, 8/18 - Benny’s Hotdogs & Lemonade
6/16, 7/28, 8/25 - Eliana & Brothers Mexican Food
6/23, 8/11 - Pit Happens BBQ

Starting June 6th, MLEC will be switching to a summer 
hours schedule. The main office will be open Monday-
Thursday 7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. and Friday 7:30 a.m. - 11:30 
a.m. This schedule will continue until Labor Day (Sept. 5). 
If you have any questions, give us a call at 218-927-2191.
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MILLE LACS ENERGY COOPERATIVE

Mille Lacs Energy Cooperative is an equal opportunity provider and employer.    

GIFT CARD TRIVIA!
Correctly answer the question below 
for your chance to win a gift card from a 
local business within our service area. The 
answer can be found within this issue of 
The Outlet. You must be an MLEC member 
to participate. Be sure to include your 
name and service address! Entries must 
be received by June 30th. 

Name:

Address:

MAIL TO:  
Kassie Peterson   
Mille Lacs Energy Cooperative 
P.O. Box 230 
Aitkin, MN 56431

OR E-MAIL: 
kpeterson@mlecmn.com

Congrats to Karen Wachsmuth of Aitkin, the April gift card trivia winner!

Avoid serious injury and property damage by 

calling                                       before you dig to have 

underground facilities marked.

The technology we use for communication can 
change every day, even at your house.  Are you 
using a cell phone?  A landline phone? Both?  
MLEC wants to keep up with you.  24/7 - we have 
a system to get the power back on...with up-to-
date information, you can make it go faster.
When you report an outage after hours, your 
phone number is a critical step in restoring 
power. Our automated system can identify your 
service by the number you are calling from (if it 
matches the number(s) listed on your account).  
Please let us know the numbers you would most 
likely use to call in an outage  and we’ll update 
your account. 

REPORTING OUTAGES

Name       

Service Address      

Account Number      

Phone #1      
     Identify where the call comes from:    q  cell      q  residence     qbusiness 

Phone #2                          
     Identify where the call comes from:    q  cell      q  residence     qbusiness

COMPLETE AND RETURN TO:
MLEC, P.O. Box 230, Aitkin, MN 56431 

or return with your next payment.

Update your contact information! 

OUR OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED 
MONDAY, JULY 4TH 

HAVE A SAFE & HAPPY HOLIDAY!“ Getting MLEC Fiber is a no brainer. 
It has allowed me to work remotely 
and move our family up north full-
time, which we absolutely love.”
— Scott Hughes, Husband, Father, Aitkin Resident

Helping families stay connected.

Learn more about MLEC Fiber and
stay updated on expansion projects!

(218) 429-0433 • www.mlecmn.net/fi ber

Fill in the blank


