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COVID-19 UPDATES
MLEC is taking extra precautions to protect the well-being of its employees and members.
As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to unfold, MLEC has
taken steps to protect our employees’ well-being to be better
prepared to keep your lights on. We have put together these
updates for our members.
MLEC Lobby Closed
In an effort to keep our employees and members healthy during
the COVID-19 outbreak and continue to provide reliable electric
service to our members, the Mille Lacs Energy Cooperative
lobby will be closed to the public beginning March 17th.
MLEC staff will continue to monitor the situation closely and
determine what is needed to keep our employees and our
members healthy during this time of concern.
Annual Meeting Postponed
Mille Lacs Energy’s Annual Meeting, originally scheduled
for April 23, 2020 at the 40 Club Convention Center, will be
postponed. The Cooperative is following federal and state
mandates as they occur and will select a new date. More
information will be announced as it is available.

Home Visits
Internal office operations will continue as normal and due dates
will remain the same. However, if a home visit is required by an
MLEC employee, we may ask a few additional questions prior to
their visit. This is only to ensure the safety of both parties.
Bill Payment Options
If you usually pay your bill in person, we encourage you to pay
online, pay by phone, pay by mail, or use our drop box at our
Aitkin office. To view billing options visit our website at
www.mlecmn.net.
Free Internet Connection
Need an Internet connection to work or study? We can help!
MLEC has Free Wi-Fi for anyone to use from the convenience of
their cars. Once parked in the front parking lot, look for “Guest
Fiber” and “Guest Fiber 5Ghz”

If you have questions or concerns,
please call our office at 218-927-2191
or 800-450-2191.
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WHERE YOUR ELECTRICITY
COMES FROM?

Questions or concerns?
MLEC’s Board of Directors
represent you!

Barbara Welty - District 1
320/692-4800
bwelty@mlecmn.com
Secretary/Treasurer

Bill Bernard - District 2
218/678-3911
bbernard@mlecmn.com

Harold Harms - District 3
218/232-2935
hharms@ mlecmn.com

President
Aileen DeMenge - District 4
218/768-4900
ademenge@mlecmn.com

Vice President

When you turn the lights on in your house,
there’s a large and diverse system of power
generation facilities throughout the region that
supply electricity to help keep your home bright.
Mille Lacs Energy Cooperative receives its
wholesale electricity from Great River Energy,
which carefully designs and maintains a diverse
portfolio of power generation facilities and
transmission resources in order to deliver reliable
and affordable wholesale electricity to its 28
member-owner cooperatives in Minnesota.
Great River Energy’s electricity comes from
power plants, multiple wind farms, hydroelectric
facilities, solar installations and the Midwest
energy market. The cooperative’s power
plants generate more than 2,800 megawatts
of electricity, including coal-based plants that
provide electricity 24/7 as well as flexible gasfueled plants that typically run when demand for
electricity is higher.
Renewable energy – including wind – represents
an important and growing part of Great River
Energy’s power supply portfolio. The 2007

Minnesota Legislature adopted a
renewable energy standard requiring that at least
25 percent of electric utility annual energy sales
come from renewable energy by 2025. Great
River Energy met this standard of 25 percent
renewable energy in 2017 – eight years ahead of
the state’s requirement.
Great River Energy voluntarily set a goal in 2018
to serve its all-requirements member-owner
cooperatives with energy that is 50% renewable
by 2030 and is well on its way toward meeting
this new goal. The co-op currently provides
energy that is 30% renewable.
Great River Energy’s portfolio is carefully crafted
to be dependable at all times while keeping
wholesale rates competitive. This, in turn, helps
MLEC keep the lights on 24/7.

Make the upgrade to energy-efficient LEDs
during our 50% Off specialty bulbs sale!
Shop now at www.energywisemnstore.com

Don Appel - District 5
218/927-4134
dappel@mlecmn.com

Assistant Secretary/Treasurer
Bruce Robinson - District 6
218/851-4760
brobinson@mlecmn.com

Michael Reem - District 7
218/839-5697
mreem@mlecmn.com

Sarah Cron - CEO
218/927-8224

scron@mlecmn.com

Find minutes from
MLEC Board meetings at:
http://www.mlecmn.net
under My Co-op
This newsletter is the voice of
your tax and interest paying
RURAL ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE,
an organization which was
formed to supply you with
low-cost, dependable
electricity when other sources
failed to do so.
Managing Editor: Kassie Peterson,
Communications Specialist
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LIFE IN THE TIME OF COVID-19
As I write this, there are no known cases of COVID – 19 in Aitkin, Mille Lacs, or Crow Wing
Counties. As you are reading this, I hope you and your families are all still well.
Mille Lacs Energy Cooperative (MLEC) has taken a proactive approach to help slow
the spread of this virus. As we make decisions, we continue to take precautions as set
forth by the Minnesota Department of Health, Center for Disease Control, World Health
Organization, Governor Walz, and the President of the United States. Our goal is to help
keep our employees and communities healthy and do our part to flatten the curve. Not
knowing how long this will last, all unnecessary business travel has been suspended until
further notice. We have closed our office to the public and the office will remain closed to
the public until the advisory for social distancing has been eliminated. Extra office/vehicle
cleaning and sanitation steps have been put in place to help keep our employees healthy.
We have also postponed our Annual Meeting originally scheduled for April 23rd, 2020,
until further notice. In addition to these precautions, your management team is meeting
daily to prepare for more drastic measures. MLEC is considered a “critical infrastructure
workforce” meaning we must maintain a staff necessary to provide electricity to homes
and businesses in the region. We have devised a strategy to keep all MLEC employees
working, while following recommended distancing protocol to help keep them safe
from the spread of this virus. This allows us to provide the same reliable service to our
members, while looking out for the health and well-being of our staff.

“ We have devised a strategy to keep all
MLEC employees working, while following
recommended distancing protocol to help
keep them safe from the spread of this
virus. This allows us to provide the same
reliable service to our members, while
looking out for the health and wellbeing
of our staff.”
We are all saddened and distraught by the economic impact this
virus is having world-wide and understand that the economic
impact has also hit close to home. We strongly encourage any
members that are having a hard time paying their energy bill to
contact MLEC immediately to discuss payment arrangements
that may be able to ease their burden.

Sarah Cron
CEO

We are also trying to help area students that may not have
access to the internet. During this time of isolation, MLEC is
offering free Wi-Fi for anyone to use from the convenience of
their cars. Once parked in our front parking lot off Highway
169, choose “Guest Fiber” or “Guest Fiber 5Ghz”. This is just one
more way we are here to serve you.
These are unprecedented times, but remember we are all
in it together. Please do your part by washing your hands
thoroughly and often with soap and water. Stay home if you
don’t have to go out—practice social distancing. Cough or
sneeze into your elbow. Wash your clothing in hot water.
Avoid touching your face, especially your eyes, nose, and
mouth. Do not go to work if you are sick. If we all do these
things, maybe – just maybe – we will flatten the curve.
Stay well everyone.
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LET’S DISH
SEND US YOUR RECIPES!
We’ll credit your account $10.00
if it’s printed in THE OUTLET
MAIL TO:

Kassie Peterson
Mille Lacs Energy, P.O. Box 230
Aitkin, MN 56431

OR E-MAIL:

kpeterson@mlecmn.com

Thank you to Pat Wimmer of Deerwood
for sharing this month’s recipe.
SAVORY BEEF STEW
2 lbs. beef stew meat, cut into pieces
1/3 cup all-purpose flour
1/2 cup sniped parsley
3 Tbsp. packed brown sugar
1 tsp. salt
1/2 tsp. dried rosemary leaves
8-10 oz. beef broth

1/4 cup cider vinegar
1 can (12 oz.) beer
1 large onion, sliced
1 small clove garlic, crushed
potatoes, carrots, celery, beans, etc.
(your choice of stew vegetables)

Coat beef pieces with flour. Brown beef in Dutch oven with small amount of oil over
medium heat; drain. Remove beef from pan. Mix parsley, brown sugar, salt, and
rosemary into Dutch oven. Stir in broth and vinegar gradually; scraping bottom of pan
until gravy is smooth. Heat to boiling, stirring constantly. Add beer, onion, garlic, beef,
and stew vegetables. Cover and bake at 350 degrees for three hours, or in the slow
cooker at low-medium heat for 6-8 hours. Enjoy!

TRUST BOARD AWARDS GRANTS
The Mille Lacs Community Trust Board meets quarterly to distribute
funds raised through Operation Round Up. In March, the board
awarded $15,800 in grants to local non-profit organizations
including: Aitkin County Rivers and Lakes Fair, American Cancer
Society, Relay for Life Aitkin Chapter, ANGELS of McGregor, C-I
2020 Grad Blast, Food Shelves – Aitkin, Aitkin Community, Cuyuna,
Garrison, McGregor, Onamia and St. James of Aitkin, Jaques Art
Center, Lake Song Assisted Living, McGregor Area Scholarship
Foundation, McGregor Post Prom Committee 2020, Onamia After
Prom Party, Onamia Area Early Childhood Coalition.
Operation Round Up is a voluntary program at Mille Lacs Energy
Cooperative where our generous members round-up their electric

bill payment to the nearest dollar. All of the funds raised go into
the trust fund which is donated back to the community. Board
members include: Shirley Adolphson, Fred Tessmer, Loren Larson,
Pat Scollard, Diane Landstad, Linda Weimer, Jack Gilbertson, and
Lowell W. Larson.
To receive a Trust application, contact Deb Chute at 218-927-8221
or 1-800-450-2191. The Trust Board meets the second Tuesday in
March, June, September and December. Applications are accepted
at any time. Those submitted a week before the quarterly meetings
will go to the board. Anything submitted after will be seen at the
next board meeting.

THANK YOU MEMBERS!

LINEWORKER APPRECIATION DAY
April 13th is Lineworker Appreciation Day! If the power is
on where you are, you likely have a lineworker to thank.
From the power plant, the grid crisscrossing the country
both above and underground and right up to the meters
on our homes, these men and women build and maintain
the system that keeps our nation running.
When mother nature destroys what our lineworkers
have built up, they are on call to build it back up again as
quickly as possible. These men and women work tirelessly
to get emergency systems back in working order and
urgently return service to remaining areas. Often times in
dangerous conditions.
You can celebrate National Lineworker Appreciation
Day by thanking your local lineworker and using
#thankalineworker on Social Media.

THANK YOU MLEC LINE CREW!

Lineworkers know how to get the job done.
Let’s thank them for powering our lives.
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Regular office hours are
Mon-Fri 8:00 to 4:30
927-2191 or
800-450-2191 (toll free)

Plans
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48 hours before you dig
Dial 811 - Gopher State
One Call or log on to:
www.gopherstateonecall.org
Then contact a licensed electrician
to locate your secondary wires.
MN Electrical Inspectors
Aitkin County &
South East Crow Wing County
Mike Wenzel 218/270-2265
Northern Crow Wing County
Bradley Rasmussen 218/543-1023
Mille Lacs County
Tim Emery 320-692-4104

Learn more about MLEC Fiber and
stay updated on expansion projects!

Off-peak and dual fuel system
consumers should call an
electrician or heating contractor for
service or repairs.
Find load control schedule at
www.mlecmn.net under Quick Links.

(218) 429-0433 • www.mlecmn.net/fiber

Visit our website www.mlecmn.net
E-mail us - mlec@mlecmn.net

ADVANCED POWER STRIPS
Save energy and money with advanced power strips!
That streaming video you want to watch when you get home?
It’s wasting energy waiting for you to press a button. That
kind of energy waste is common with electronic devices
and it’s called phantom power. One way to save energy and
money with electronics in your home is by using advanced
power strips.
With advanced power strips, you can plug in a control device
that, when turned off, automatically cuts off power to other
devices. For example, if the control device is a TV, you can plug
in the streaming device and other electronics directly related to
the use of that TV, such as a gaming console and DVD player.

Normally, when you switch off your TV it stays on standby.
However, the other devices probably stay on some capacity
as well. These devices are wasting energy because, with no TV
running, they have nothing to contribute.
With an advanced power strip, clicking off your TV
automatically powers off these devices so they don’t use
energy. Later, when you turn your TV back on, everything else
turns right back on with it. In this case, one click of a button
puts your TV in standby mode and eliminates energy waste for
three other devices.
Advanced power strips not only save energy, they also protect
your devices from storms and surges, as well as provide added
internet security. Now that’s smart.

Check out advanced power strips at
www.energywisemnstore.com/powerstrips
to see what is available for you today.

2021 PHOTO CALENDAR
See your photo in MLEC’s 2021 Calendar! We’re
asking members to submit photos by October
27, 2020. Winning photos will receive a $10
credit on their electric bill. Voting will take
place after the deadline on the MLEC Facebook
page. The 12 photos with the most likes will be
featured in the calendar.
Photos must be emailed to:
photos@mlecmn.com
by 11:59 p.m. on October 27, 2020.
Winning photographers automatically give MLEC
permission to use the photos in the calendar,
in other publications, member presentations,
or electronically online. The 2020 calendar is
available at our office.

Photo Contest Guidelines
Only MLEC members are
eligible for the contest.
Photos must be electronic.
Photos should capture the
beauty of the area we serve,
if possible, but any Minnesota
photos are acceptable.
Pets, animals, food, etc. are
acceptable.
PHOTOS MUST NOT
INCLUDE PEOPLE.
The photos must be taken
by the member.

Please include the name of the
member submitting, location taken,
and a title for each photo.
You may submit up to 8 photos each
year, but we limit each photographer
to no more than two winning entries
each year.
Entered photos must be in color and
appropriately sized for printing at 12
inches wide by 9 inches high (300
ppi resolution).
Only horizontal photos will be
accepted. Vertical photos do
not qualify.

HAPPY EASTER FROM MLEC!
SIGN UP TODAY! Call our office at
218-429-0433 or 800-497-5310
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NOW UP TO

Mbps

SYSTEM-WIDE
METER UPGRADE

Unlimited data plans

Satellite Internet
available just
about anywhere

MLEC is in the process of making
a substantial investment in
infrastructure, building one of
the most technologically advanced
power control systems. MLEC plans
to implement AMI and install an
MDMS throughout 2020. The new
meters will improve reliability
and give you more tools and
opportunities to manage and
save energy.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
(218) 927-2191
• (800)
450-2191
• www.mlecmn.net
CONTACT
US FOR
MORE
DETAILS!
218-429-0433 • 800-497-5310 • www.mlecmn.net

MILLE LACS ENERGY COOPERATIVE
36559 US Highway 169, Aitkin, MN 56431 • (218) 927-2191 / (800) 450-2191 • www.mlecmn.net
Mille Lacs Energy Cooperative is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

