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2018 FISH HOUSE PARADE
On Friday, November 23rd, MLEC participated in the 28th Annual Fish House Parade. Employees, 
board members, and their families rode the “Winter Fun” float down Minnesota Avenue in 
Aitkin. It was perfect weather for a parade and there were tons of people in attendance. The 
Grand Marshal of the parade, James Holst of In-Depth Outdoors, chose MLEC for the “Fabulous 
Fish House Award”. Thank you to all who attended and the Aitkin Chamber of Commerce for 
organizing a great event! We are looking forward to next year!

Mille Lacs Energy takes home the “Fabulous Fish House Award” 
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Questions or concerns?
MLEC’s Board of Directors 
represent you!

Barbara Welty - District 1
320/692-4800
bwelty@mlecmn.com
Secretary/Treasurer

Bill Bernard - District 2
218/678-3911
bbernard@mlecmn.com

Harold Harms - District 3                
218/232-2935 
hharms@ mlecmn.com
President
Aileen DeMenge - District 4
218/768-4900
ademenge@mlecmn.com
Assistant Secretary/Treasurer

Don Appel - District 5
218/927-4134
dappel@mlecmn.com
Vice President

Bruce Robinson - District 6
218/851-4760
brobinson@mlecmn.com

Michael Reem - District 7
218/839-5697
mreem@mlecmn.com

Find minutes from
MLEC Board meetings at: 
http://www.mlecmn.net
under About Us 
This newsletter is the voice of 
your tax and interest paying 
RURAL ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, 
an organization which was 
formed to supply you with 
low-cost, dependable 
electricity when other sources 
failed to do so. 
Managing Editor:  Kassie Kokesh, 
Communications Specialist

MLEC is in the process of making a substantial 
investment in infrastructure, building one of the 
most technologically advanced power control 
systems. Using a meter data management 
system (MDMS) to optimize data collected from 
an advanced metering infrastructure (AMI) 
will provide members with the latest metering 
technology. MLEC plans to implement AMI in 
early 2019 and install an MDMS in the spring.
AMI, or smart meters, automates metering 

functions and reduces read times from 27 
hours to 30 minutes. AMI meters read up-to-
the-minute electric energy use information 
and allow members to track their electricity 
use online. The AMI system also is upgradable 
to accommodate additional and future 
technologies. “Having AMI means more data, 
more often,” said our own Ann Espeseth, AMI/
OMS/DIS Specialist. “The MDMS will enable us 
to manage that data more efficiently.”

PLAY BALL!

Benefits of AMI Metering
Reducing the number of trucks on the road saves time 
and resources.

AMI meter systems have outage identification capabilities that 
send out an alert, allowing MLEC to quickly detect the location 
of the outage and restore power to members.

MLEC receives detailed information on member electric use for 
billing purposes, and automation ensures accuracy. This data 
also helps us allocate crews more efficiently and identify under 
used or overused transformers. 

AMI helps MLEC quickly spot meter tampering and 
energy theft, reducing costs that must be passed on in 
the cooperative.

AMI PROJECT

On Monday, November 26th, MLEC linemen Tony Klee and Tim 
Shereck drilled holes at Woock Field in preparation for new light 
poles. It was a group effort among businesses in the Aitkin area to 
complete the project and install the new lights. Baseball players 
will now be able to finish games even after daylight runs out! 
MLEC is honored to participate with this group and make this 
contribution to the Aitkin community.

Mille Lacs Energy helps bring lights to Woock Field
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GENERAL MANAGER DEPARTS

How Do Capital Credits Work?

CAPITAL CREDITS
When dealing with a business or a service, how many times do 
you get part of the profit? At MLEC, you do because you’re 
an owner. 

In December, MLEC will distribute capital credit 
refunds totaling $402,700. 

The refunds are based on electric accounts that were active 
with the Cooperative in 2000-2001. If your account is still active, 
you will see the refund on your December electric bill. If not, 
you will receive a check.  

The 2018 payment brings the total dollars refunded by your 
Cooperative through the years to almost $17.2 million. Just 
another example of the Cooperative difference.

MLEC tracks how much 
electricity you use 
throughout the year.

Each year, after expenses 
are paid, MLEC calculates 
margins (leftover funds).

MLEC uses the margins to pay 
down debt, invest in facilities 
and improvement projects, 
and allocates to members as 
capital credits based on their 
usage of electricity.

MLEC retires (returns) 
capital credits to members.1 2 3 4

Brian Zelenak departed from Mille Lacs Energy Cooperative on November 16th to 
be the General Manager at St. Croix Electric Cooperative in Hammond, WI. The 
Board of Directors is working with Great River Energy to fill this position. 
Brian became MLEC’s General Manager in September of 2016. He moved to Farm 
Island Lake and joined the Aitkin community. With two teenage boys at home in 
Hudson, WI, Brian would travel home on weekends to see his wife and children. 
With his new position, he will be able to see his family every night.
We would like to thank Brian for the guidance and leadership he has provided for 
the past two years. We wish the best to him and his family in their new endeavor!
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LET’S DISH
SEND US YOUR RECIPES!
We’ll credit your account $5.00 
if it’s printed in THE OUTLET 

MAIL TO:  
Kassie Kokesh   
Mille Lacs Energy, P.O. Box 230 
Aitkin, MN 56431

OR E-MAIL: 
kkokesh@mlecmn.com

Thank you to Linda Amsbaugh of Minneapolis 
for sharing this month’s recipe.

BUTTER PECAN TURTLE BARS

Crust:
2 cups flour
1 cup brown sugar
1/2 cup butter
1/2 cup chopped pecans

Caramel:
2/3 cup butter
1/2 cup brown sugar

Topping:
1/2 cup chopped pecans
1 cup chocolate chips

Mix first three crust ingredients and pat firmly into a 9x13 inch pan. Sprinkle chopped 
pecans over the unbaked crust.
Combine caramel ingredients and boil for 1 minute. Pour caramel over the crust and 
pecans. Bake at 350 degrees for 18-22 minutes. Remove from the oven and sprinkle top 
with chopped pecans and chocolate chips. When the chips are melted, swirl the top.

LED HOLIDAY LIGHTS 
You don’t need to have the highest power bill in town to have the best holiday 
lighting display on the block. Before you dust off those old decorative lights, consider 
whether it’s time for an energy-efficient upgrade.
New LED (light emitting diode) technology offers more reliable and longer-lasting 
lights that use a fraction of the electricity of traditional bulbs. These high-quality 
lights can last up to 10 times longer than incandescent strands, are cool to the touch 
and aren’t sensitive to extreme temperature changes. They’re available in a wide 
variety of colors, shapes and lengths to fit your decorating style.

Recycle your old light strands!
Mille Lacs Energy is joining with the Brainerd Sunrise Sertomas to sponsor a holiday 
Bites for Lights recycling program. Drop off your old strands in the Aitkin office and 
the Sertomas will work with Kenwood Enterprises to recycle them. Last year, they 
recycled 7,654 pounds of lights in the Brainerd lakes area and, in turn, were able to 
give $1,500 to various area food shelves. Consider going green and recycle to help 
the area food shelves.

Any MLEC member would welcome one less bill to 
pay during the holiday season. It’s easy - return the 
completed form with the desired gift amount to:

Mille Lacs Energy Cooperative
P.O. Box 230

Aitkin, MN 56431

This gift is for:

Address

This gift is from:

Name

Address

Daytime Phone

Certificate amount $
Recipient’s gift will be applied to their MLEC account

MLEC GIFT 
CERTIFICATE
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Regular office hours are 
Mon-Fri  8:00 to 4:30 

927-2191 or 
800-450-2191 (toll free) 

 48 hours before you dig 
 Dial 811 - Gopher State 
 One Call or log on to:
 www.gopherstateonecall.org

Then contact a licensed electrician 
to locate your secondary wires.

MN Electrical Inspectors
Aitkin County &
South East Crow Wing County
Scott Nutting  218/927-6922

Northern Crow Wing County
Bradley Rasmussen  218/543-1023

Mille Lacs County
Tim Emery   320-692-4104 

Off-peak and dual fuel system 
consumers should call an
electrician or heating contractor for 
service or repairs.  

Find load control schedule at 
www.mlecmn.net under Quick Links.

 Visit our website - 
 www.mlecmn.net
 E-mail us - mlec@mlecmn.net

Third Quarter
Mille Lacs Energy Cooperative

Comparative Operating Statement 
for the Quarter Ending Sept. 30, 2017 & Sept. 30, 2018

OPERATING REVENUE 
COST OF PURCHASED POWER

DISTRIBUTION EXPENSE-OPERATION 
DISTRIBUTION EXPENSE-MAINTENANCE 
CUSTOMER ACCOUNTS EXPENSE 
CUSTOMER SERVICE AND INFORMATIONAL EXPENSE 
ADMINISTRATIVE AND GENERAL EXPENSE 
TOTAL OPERATING COSTS

TOTAL OPERATIONS EXPENSE

DEPRECIATION 
TAX EXPENSE 
INTEREST ON LONG TERM DEBT 
INTEREST EXPENSE-OTHER 
OTHER DEDUCTION 
TOTAL COST OF ELECTRIC SERVICE

OPERATING MARGINS

NON OPERATING MARGINS-INTEREST 
NON OPERATING MARGINS-OTHER 
GENERATION & TRANSMISSION CAPITAL CREDITS 
OTHER CAPITAL CREDITS 
NET MARGINS

18,815,936 
11,573,203

874,614 
1,200,663 

617,962 
500,754 

1,035,244 
4,229,237

15,802,440

1,503,844 
1,320 

797,016 
1,547 
4,720 

18,110,887

705,049

157,945 
(258,351) 

- 
105,364 

710,007

20,211,721 
12,101,668

768,911 
1,465,104 

583,649 
461,303 

1,158,095 
4,437,062

16,538,730

1,465,115 
1,320 

937,858 
2,883 
1,161 

18,947,067

1,264,654

162,425 
(100,541) 

- 
123,238 

1,449,776

2017 2018

District One includes members whose electric account numbers start with 60, 61, 63, 
64, 67, 68, and 69. The present director is Barbara Welty of Garrison.  
District Two includes members whose electric account numbers start with 35, 38, 49, 
and 50.  The present director is William (Bill) Bernard of Aitkin. 
You can find additional district information on the MLEC website www.mlecmn.net.  
If you are an MLEC member receiving electricity in one of the districts listed above 
and are interested in filing for a director position, call Erin Beck at 927-8245 or 
800-450-2191 or, email ebeck@mlecmn.com for director election filing forms and a 
complete information packet. 
All filings must be received at the Cooperative by February 11, 2019.

Candidate filing for MLEC director positions from 
Districts One and Two is now OPEN!

BOARD ELECTIONS

OUTAGE?
Use SmartHub.
It’s the most efficient way to report power outages. 
It’s quick, easy, and goes straight into MLEC’s dispatch 
center. No more searching for your account number and 
phone number to call in. Using the app, you can report 
an outage in a snap!

Visit www.mlecmn.net to sign up for SmartHub or 
download the app to your mobile device today!



36559 US Highway 169, Aitkin, MN 56431   •   (218) 927-2191 / (800) 450-2191   •   www.mlecmn.net     

MILLE LACS ENERGY COOPERATIVE

Mille Lacs Energy Cooperative is an equal opportunity provider and employer.    

SPEEDS 
NOW UP TO 

30
Mbps

Limited time o�er - CALL TODAY FOR DETAILS 
218-429-0433 or 800-497-5310

 FREE FIRST MONTH AND
FREE INSTALLATION

Unlimited data plans
Starting at just $64.95/mo. Get the

 Internet service you need now.

CO-OP CONNECTIONS

NON-DISCRIMINATION 
STATEMENT

MLEC will be discontinuing the Co-op 
Connections Discount Program after 
December 31, 2018, due to declining 
use. Thank you to all those who have 
participated in the program throughout 
the years.

OUR OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED 
DEC. 24TH, DEC. 25TH, AND JAN. 1ST

HAPPY
HOLIDAYS!

Mille Lacs Energy Cooperative is a recipient of federal financial assistance 
from the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA).
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and USDA civil rights 
regulations/policies, USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and 
institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are 
prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, 
religion, sex, gender identity/expression, sexual orientation, disability, 
age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public 
assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal/retaliation for prior 
civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by 
USDA; not all bases apply to all programs; remedies and complaint filing 
deadlines vary by program or incident.
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication 
for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American 
Sign Language) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA TARGET 
Center at (202)720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the 
Federal Relay Service at (800)877-8339.  Program information may be 
made available in languages other than English.
To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program 
Discrimination Complaint Form (AD-3027) found online at http://www.
ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html and at any USDA office or write a 
letter addressed to USDA and provide all of the information requested in 
the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992.  

Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:

MAIL: U.S. Department of Agriculture
   Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
   1400 Independence Ave SW
   Washington, D.C. 20250-9410

FAX:  (202) 690-7442

EMAIL:  program.intake@usda.gov

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.


